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Va TIENTSIN. ‘ 
a “ 

(FROM AN OCCASIONAL CORRESPONDENT. ) 
The Hon. J. Russell Young, Minister of 
the United States, arrived at Tientsiu, from 
Peking, with his Secretary and Iuterpreter, 
on the 26th September, and on the 26th he 
jhad an interview of two hours’ duration 
with His Excellency Li Hung chang, to 
whom he explained the object of his 
journey to Tientsin, which was to ivform 
H.E. that the French Government had ap- 
pealed to the Government of the United 
States to mediate in the Tonquin quarrel. 
Li Hung-chang being desirous of examin- 
ing the text of the telegram which Mr. 
Young had received from his Government 
at Washington, the discussion of the ques- 
tion was adjourned to the following day, 
when Li Hung-chang was to return the 
American Minister's call at the Consulate 
in Tz-chu-lin, where the telegram was to 
be produced. Iu accordance with this 
arrangement the parties met, with their 
respective suites, on Saturday, the 27th, 
wheu Mr. Young presented to the Viceroy 
a translation of the Washington telegram. 
|The Viceroy perused the paper with the 
utmost astonishment, for instead of being a 
request for mediation it proved to be merely 
a repetition of the French demand for 80 
million francs indemni'y which the Chinese 
Government had already refused, with 
the additional information that Admiral 
Oourbet was instructed to continue his 
operations against China. The Viceroy. 
could not control his indignation on reading 
this message, aud he declared emphatically 
that there could now be no alternative for | 
China but war with France. 
Mr. Younce said he knew the question | 


was a very difficult one and that was the | 


| After the way we have been treated by her 


all these circumstances, and moreover 
opened fire without giving due notice to 
the Foochow authorities. Were such pro- 
ceedings worthy of the great reputation of : 
the French nation! As matters now stand 
I coufess Tsee no means of coming to au 
amicable settlement. Can you suggest 
anything f 

Mr, Youwe—This is a matter which con- 
cerns China, Tam but the representative 
of a foreign Power, and as such cannot 
venture any suggestion. But I appreciate 
the force of all you say, although I am 
compelled to carry out the instructions of 
my Government in conveying to you the 
message of the Government of Frauce. 

Li Hune-cuane —There was a time when 
we had the most conciliatory intentions 
towards France, and would even have 
sacrificed a good deal for the sake of 
peace. Now that is all changed, and find- 
ing peace with France impossible our 
desire now is to have war to the knife. 


it is simply preposterous for France to 
demand an indemnity. 

Mr, Youne—Perhaps, however, China| 
could not afford to carry on perpetual war 
with France, and Your Excoallency will 
perceive from the telegram you have read 
that France says if China could find some 
equivalent she might be satisfied to forego 
the indemuity. Now is there no equiva- 
lent we cau propose to her ? 

la Hune-cuane—Why could we = not 
carry on along war with France? China 
has the means. With regard to the satis- 
faction you would like us to offer to France, 
I need hardly remind you that only two 
mouths ago it was our Government that 
begged France to accept mediation, and in 
doing so it was our full intention to give 


. | reason why he had come down from Peking 
| expressly to confer with His Excellency on | 


|to France the satisfaction that might be 
|} found due to her, But France rejected 


Li Hune-cuane observed that in the 
| Washington telegram the French Govern- 
| ment stated that Admiral Courbet would 
continue his operatfons; why then did he 


swords with+him (the Viceroy ?) 

| Mr, Youroe—As the French Guvernment 
| has requested the United States Govern- 
| ment to intervene, perhaps Admiral Cour- 
'| bet will suspend his operations till further 
| orders from his Government, Meanwhile 
I sincerely hope Your Excelleucy will 
{discover some means to prevent Admiral 
| Courbet from coming to Peking. ~ 

Li Hune-cuane—Though it is I myself 
|who have the honour to command the 
| Imperial troops in the northern province, 
I think I may say with all becoming de- 
ference to you and to him, that Admiral 
‘Courbet may find some obstacles in the 
‘| way of his getting to Peking. Things are 
| somewhat different here from at Foochow, 


|well aware that the defences were com- 
/| manded by Chang Pei-lun, a man ignorant. 


not come up to the north, and measure}, 


| seaman “Rags ships entered the river} 
in time of peace, aud Admiral Courbet was 


‘| of military affairs. He took advantage of 


es 


our peaceful overtures. -She. preferred to 
bombard our forts and arsenal and to de- 
stroy our fleet for destruction’s sake, Que | 
might almost have thought that a feeling of 

pride in the enterprise of compatriots would 

have protected the works ou the Min from | 
French shells, for the arsenal was the work 
of French genius and the ships were built 
on French models. It appears to me that 
were I a Frenchman I would feel ashamed 
of my Government for selecting these 
particular works for wanton destruction- 
And after inflicting on us this serious 
pecuniary damage and killing three thou- 
sand of our people, France demands from 
us eighty millions of francs indemnity ! 
Never with my consent will she receive a 
fraction. I would rather see the eighteen 
provinces destroyed. Answer me this. Is 
not China the first Power in the east ? And 

do you think it would be creditable to herj 
to pay money to France after suffering 


Mr, Youne—Certainly not. But please 


understatd that the message I have com-| 


municated to you does not express my own 


views at all; I am only the motthpiece, 


aud must obey the orders of my Govern- 
ment. Nevertheless I hope that some com- 
promise satiefying the honour of both 
countries may be found which will bring 
the war to au end, 

Li Hune-cuanc—A compromise! Have 
we not in the Tientsin Convention already 


given to France every possible concession, || 


and is she still not satisfied? I can only 
tell you that as the negotiator of that Con- 


vention | know too well how much we! 


have conceded to France ; so much iudeed 
that there is hardly an official in the coun- 


I can rely. You would do well therefore, 
to advise the French Government that if 
Courbet is to “‘continue his operations,” 


as they call it, he will have need of greater | 


circumspection than was demanded of him 
at Foochow to ensure the safety of his 
fleet. 

Mr. Yourae—I have the greatest respect 
for Your Excellency's patriotism, but, after 
all, a protracted war will cause much suffer- 
ing to your people. Why does your Gov- 
ernment not offer to France the mediation 
of America ? 

Li Huno-cuane—That is what we did, 
by your advice, two months ago, and the 
offer was rejected by France. We have 
some regard for the credit of our country, 


| try but has severely criticised it for its 
liberality to France, It appears to me 
‘that M. Jules Ferry has made a mis- 
(take in seizing on the Langson mis- 
| adventure as a pretext for a war with 
| China, He has adopted a false policy, 
misled thereto probably by the belief that); 
China is still in the condition she was in 
30 years ago when France in alliance with 
Great Britain marched successfully to 
Peking with ouly San-ko-lin-siu’s un- |, 
disciplined levies to oppose them. We 
had no choice then but to surrender at 
discretion. For at that time we had the 
Taeping rebellion on our hands, and no) 
Chinese statesman was then acquainted 
with foreign affairs. We were without | 
military resources. Now the situation is | 
entirely changed. There is no trouble in 
_the interior of the country, and our coast 
| both moveable and stationary, 
Jimmeasurably superior to those of the 
former time. And are matters not some-. 
what changed with France also? I am 
| told that her finances are not altogether in 
a satisfactory state, and for that and other 
‘reasous she cau ill afford to despatch a 
large expedition to the East. But be that 
as it may; unless they are able to avail 
themselves of tactics which served their 
turn so well at Foochow, the French will 
not fiud it so easy to capture our fortresses, 
much less to hold them. I am an old 
soldier, having commanded troops in differ- 
ent provinees fur thirty years, and I have 
in my service many trusty officers, Ameri- 
, can, Euglish, and German, on whose fidelity , 


and we shall certainly not make such an 
offer agaiu, even though your Government 
were willing to undertake the office, The 
long and short of it is that matters have 
proceeded so far that both our Government 
and people really desire war with France. 

Mr. Youne—Ilf France adheres to the 
Tientain Convention, would China come to 
au arrangement on that basis ? : 

Li Hune-cuane—The Tientsin Conven- 
tion has been nullified by the acts of France: 
herself ; nevertheless if Frauce chooses to 
set herself right with us and withdraws her 
uurighteous claims I have no doubt that) 
China would be willing to carry out the 
Tientsin Treaty. 

Mr. Younc—If France proposes American 
mediation will China accept it ? 

La Hune-cuane—She might, but will 
certainly not again propose it, | 
Mr, Youne—May I inform my Govern-| 
Lr Bune-cuane—You may. 

30th September. 
————_=_— 
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